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Scotland, is a prey to spleen and threatened
with phthisis. " At twenty-five he was dis-
couraged with life, his spirit divined everything
in advance, and his wounded sensibilities took
no more pleasure in the heart's illusions. He
hoped to find in the strict devotion to his
duties and in the renunciation of lively pleas-
ures a safeguard against the sorrows that rend
the soul/' He appears enveloped in a volumi-
nous, dark, floating cloak, which is the mascu-
line equivalent of Corinne's turban. He seems
imposing and haughty because of his shy re-
serve. He is especially irresolute; he hates
" irrevocable matters." " Always honest, al-
ways profound and passionate, he is neverthe-
less always ready to renounce the object of his
affections, ... to exchange the vague dreams
of romantic happiness for the satisfactions of
the real blessings of life, independence, and
security; " add to this a blond wife, obedient
and rich, a seat in Parliament, and a position
in the great world. The slave of cant, submis-
sive to his father, as was L^once to the opin-
ion and caprice of his mother. Otherwise very
English, as L6once was very French, Ldonce,
a thorough gentleman, pushes his respect for
conventionalities to the length of proposing to
run away with Delphine and make her his
mistress, rather than marry her by means of a
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